IV

MINISTERIAL APPRENTICESHIP

N THE morrow of this intoxicating triumph, it must have seemed
as if the country had been made safe for Liberalism for at least a
generation A vigorous policy of social reform, within the limits of
the existing social order, and with Tariff Reform barred, was what
the country plainly demanded, and what the new team of ministers
seemed fully capable of supplying Few people yet grasped the
significance of the appearance of a new party, over fifty strong, that
was not progressive, but revolutionary , nor had reflected on the law
of two-party dynamics, in virtue of which a Left wing will always be
overborne in the long run by one still further to the left, and a party
in the middle partitioned like Poland between its neighbours on
either side Few realized what elements of disintegration lay hid
behind the brave fagade of a united Liberalism, or that the tumour
of the still unsolved Irish problem, though dormant, was as malig-
nant as ever Still less was it realized to what extent the whole face
of Europe was destined to be changed by the now plainly fore-
shadowed attempt of the Teutonic centre to become another and
greater Roman Empire, and the consequent lining up of the Powers
to the East and West, supported by England, in the common impulse
of self-preservation

Balfour had no doubt some inkling of this, and Sir Edward Grey,
who had taken over from Lord Lansdowne at the Foreign Office, saw
clearly the signs of the coming storm, and had a single eye to the
navigation of the ship with hardly any thought for differences on
board , but in the joyous, triumphant mood of the moment, no
ordinary Liberal had a thought for anything but going full speed
ahead with the party's domestic programme , and the question that
was most to the fore was what showing its young Left-wingers, who
embodied its most progressive aspirations, would make now that
their energies were harnessed to the solid work of 'office Would
Winston, for example, find his style hopelessly cramped, or would he
succeed in being more Winston than ever in his new elevation?

That question was answered, in a way that must have caused
some searchings of heart even among his most fervent well-wishers*
It soon became evident that the cares of office had not j>ut the least
brake on that boundless self-confidence of his, or bridle on his
tongue. He was as irrepressibly brilliant as he had been in opposi*
tion, and not perceptibly more discreet Very early in the session he
had a task to perform that needed more delicacy of handling than he
had as yet acquired The violent party agitation that had been
worked up over the Chinese coolies, had naturally fastened upon.
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